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Recently there were two employees struck by the tongs 
after setting them on the drill pipe to hold torque on the 
drill string while a freepoint and backoff operation 
occurred.  When the torque spun off of the drill string the 
tongs “caught”, ripped the snub line in two, and the tongs 
continued around, striking the employees.  One of them had 
to have facial reconstruction surgery while the other 
employee may have had some bruising. 
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If you are holding torque on your drill string, it is best to 
do it by locking the rotary table and not with the tongs. 
Alternatively you can use your drum clutch or back brake 
(if your rig is equipped).  If you must use your breakout 
tongs to hold the torque, you should first replace old 
snub lines and attach a second snub line for this job. 
 
 

 

 


