
 

 

Kelly Pull Back 
Sheave 

 

 

Many drilling rig floors are engineered where the Kelly shuck is near 
the air hoist on the floor.  This means that in order to pull back the 
Kelly and lower it into the shuck, the sheave used for this purpose is 
(naturally) located near the air hoist. 
 

 

 

 
This leads to the temptation for 
the air hoist operator to grab the 
line to guide the Kelly into the 
shuck.  Many roughnecks have 
gotten their fingers caught in this 
sheave.  You should caution your 
employees against doing this. 

 

 
What is best is replacing that 
sheave with this new device from 
‘Crosby’.  It has the bottom 
portion of the sheave guarded 
where you can’t get your hand 
caught in it.  As a rule, 
engineering is better than 
safety procedures. 

 

 

 


