
 

 

Derrick Climber 
Belts 

 

  
Back in the days when I 
worked Derricks we all 
used the ‘Derrick Climber 
Belts’ like the one you see 
on the right.  Nowadays, 
most of us agree that 
these belts just don’t provide enough fall protection and 
they never did.  However there may still be some of these 
old belts lying around the rig somewhere.  If I were you, I 
would go on a hunt and gather all of these belts up off of 
every rig I had.  Secondly, I would call my supplier and tell 
them not to sell these belts to my employees any more. 
 
What we should be using is a Full-Body harness or FBH 

(example shown on the left).  This 
is because it has shoulder straps 
and is engineered better for fall 
protection. 
 
A recent IADC safety alert 
showed that a man was killed 
while being raised in an old style 
‘derrick climber belt.  We are 
really not supposed to be lifting 
people with either one of these 

items.  For that you need a boatswain’s chair (also requires 
a FBH) or a bosuns chair (FBH built in).  we need to educate 
our people so that we are wearing the right gear! 

 

 


