
 

 

3rd Party 
Equipment 

 

 
Recently I was out on a rig here in SE New Mexico inspecting for safety 
issues when I saw the first picture you see here. 
 

 
 

Ropes substituted for slip handles 
is bad practice.  I came out on the 
floor and questioned this issue.  
Since they were tripping with 3 ½ “ 
drill pipe I figured these were 
rental slips. 

 

 
 

 

The Rig Manager reached down to 
check the pin on the remaining slip 
handle and the pin came out in his 
hand.  2 of the 3 slip handle pins 
were the wrong size.  As you see in 
this picture the pin head easily 
passed through the hole.  We 
immediately replaced the slips with 
a spare pair. 
 
If the slip handle had fallen into 
the hole we would have had an 
expensive fishing job.  This is one 
good reason to inspect 3rd party 
equipment.  
 
Maintaining equipment properly is 
good safety practice on a drilling 
rig. 

 

 

 


